ACL/EACL Workshop on Spoken Dialogue Systems

Message from the Organizing Committee
Welcome to the ACL/EACL Workshop on Interactive Spoken Dialogue Systems. Recent advances in speech technologies, natural language processing, and dialogue modeling have made it possible to build dialogue agents for a wide range of applications from voice dialing to accessing information about the weather, train schedules, cultural events or local restaurants. However, there is little research on the integration of component technologies required for these agents. The purpose of this workshop is to bring together researchers in text-to-speech, ASR, NLP, generation and dialogue modeling as well as people who are building spoken dialogue systems, to address some of the challenges involved in this integration.
Topics for the workshop include:
• We would like to thank the members of the Program Committee-Rolf Carlson, Norman, Fraser, Lori Lamel, Jacques Terken -and also Hiyan Alshawi, Diane Litman and Don Hindle for their work in reviewing the submissions to the workshop. We are indebted to our invited speakers, Alex Acero, Marian Macchi, and James Allen, for providing tutorials on primary technologies influencing spoken dialog systems. We would also like to thank the our invited panelists for their Contributions to the Workshop Program. We are sure that these efforts, combined with the active participation of the workshop attendees, will make this workshop a venue for stimulating discussion and fruitful interchange of ideas and information. 
